Fungi Kingdom News
Spring 2021

The newsletter of the Pioneer Valley Mycological Association

Although it's early in the season, there are still plenty of interesting fungi to be found out there, like this beautiful polypore ,
Panus conchatus, photographed by Dianna Smith. See article beginning on page 7 for more information and a checklist you
can use while out hunting for these spring fungi.

Group walks for 2021 are on!!

This happy group met in Cummington for a pre-pandemic walk. See pages 3 and 4
for our scheduled walks for the upcoming season!
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I am beyond excited to share this season’s walk
schedule with all of you. It has been a very long
year since we first realized we wouldn’t be able to
meet during 2020. Many hours of thought and
discussion went into the decision to offer walks
this year, but we’ll need your help to make it a
successful walk season. I am certain that every member will respect
our request that masks be worn when in close contact with others
during walks and other events.
I have spent this past year teaching a class of third and fourth graders
entirely outdoors on the 85-acre campus of Morse Hill Outdoor
Education Center in Shutesbury, and I am thrilled to be able to share
two walks this season on those grounds! I know many of you have
been spending these solitary months getting outdoors and connecting
more deeply with nature, as I have been. I am so looking forward to
reconnecting with all of you again this year, amidst our beautiful
forested landscape. See you this summer!

- Jessica

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

The Pioneer Valley Mycological
Association is dedicated to enhancing
the public’s knowledge and appreciation
of the fungal kingdom by providing
ongoing educational programming in the
form of guided mushroom walks,
lectures, newsletters, information on
multi-day regional and national forays,
and citizen science projects. Because
fungi are integral components of
complex ecosystems, we are committed
to advocating for responsible and
sustainable study and collection
methods. We focus on, but are not
limited to, the three counties of the
Pioneer Valley in western
Massachusetts (Franklin, Hampshire
and Hampden).
PVMA is a member of the Northeast
Mycological Federation
(www.nemf.org) and the North American
Mycological Association
(www.namyco.org).

www.PVMAmyco.org
We Welcome Your
Submissions!

This is your newsletter; we’d love to
have you contribute to it!
Prose, verse, photos, drawings,
recipes, scientific observations –
send them all to:

jessicabensonevans@gmail.com
sue.lancelle@gmail.com

Club election results,
and a call for more help

During the winter, we emailed current members with a request to participate
in our first-ever online elections – a new-to-us format made necessary by
public health restrictions. In 201 9, members voted to expand our annual vote
to include online polling, which ended up being extremely fortuitous! Online
voting ended up being extremely successful, with 59 votes cast for the three
Board of Directors positions up for renewal/election. At the time of the
election, we had a total of 1 27 current members, for a grand total of almost
50% of our members taking part in the election! This far exceeds the quorum
necessary for our results to be valid. Thank you to all who voted!
Without further ado, I am pleased to share that members re-elected Jess
Evans as President and Mike Ostrowski as Treasurer for another two-year
term. Stephanie Reitman stepped up to offer her time as Secretary and was
elected for a two-year term. There were no write-in candidates.
You can learn more about all of our current board members by visiting our
club web site. We are a fun, laid-back group who would really like to have
more people involved. Current club members who are interested in joining
our Board of Directors are welcome to reach out at any time to attend a
meeting and see what’s involved. Board meetings are currently held as virtual
events but will likely resume in-person in the coming months. We meet about
four times per year.
We are always in need of new energy and ideas for our club. We welcome
anyone who is interested in helping out. Particular areas where we need
assistance include ideas and articles for the newsletter, special interest
subgroups, and planning special activities and social gatherings. This is your
club! Please reach out and let us know what you are interested in helping
with by contacting JessicaBensonEvans@gmail.com.
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2021 PVMA Walk Schedule
We are excited to share this year’s group walk schedule with you. Given ongoing Covid-1 9 restrictions, the walks will
be open to current members only (no guests). Masks and physical distancing measures are required for the health
and safety of all attending. Members will be asked to sign in and complete our liability waiver at the beginning of
each walk. We will look for fungi for approximately 2 hours. Walks that draw more than 25 attendees may split into
smaller groups at walk locations. Please note that with the exception of Sunday, Oct. 1 0, all walks start at 1 0
a.m. A few of the sites have restroom facilities, most do not. A few may charge parking fees. We suggest that you
bring water, bug/tick repellent, a knife, a collection basket and small paper or waxed bags for specimens, and an
extra face mask. Sturdy, comfortable shoes and a hat come in handy, as well as a walking stick, camera, a
mushroom field guide, and a small notebook and writing instrument to write down notes about specimens you collect.
You can also download beginner or advanced checklists to use on the walks at
https://www.pvmamyco.org/resources-1 . We welcome you to post photos of the fungi you find on our PVMA
Facebook site. Please avoid foraging on each trail for the two weeks preceding the scheduled walk. For any
questions or concerns, please email JessicaBensonEvans@gmail.com.

Sunday, June 1 3 at 1 0 a.m.: Mt. Holyoke Range with Mary Obrzut. Take Route 11 6 to Amherst Street to Batchelor
Street. Meet at the gate on Batchelor Street in Granby. Wide trail that leads to a small pond.

Sunday, June 20: No Walk (Father’s Day)
Sunday, June 27 at 1 0 a.m.: Mt. Toby with Dianna Smith. 72 Reservation Road, Sunderland, MA. Take Rte. 91 to

Deerfield Exit, go East on Rte. 11 6. After crossing the bridge over the Connecticut River make a left onto Route 47
(N. Main St.) Bear right onto Montague Rd. At border of N. Sunderland and Montague, make a right onto Reservation
Rd. Park on the right near the metal gates. (If you go down the road to the lake, you have gone too far).

Sunday, July 4: No Walk
Sunday, July 11 at 1 0 a.m.: Lily Pond Wildlife Area, Goshen, with Dianna Smith. Easy, heavily wooded trail which

slopes off steeply on either side to uneven rocky terrain in spots, leading to mossy wetlands and a bog. Directions:
from Northampton take Rte. 9 to Goshen, turning left onto Ball Rd. Go about 1 mile; Ball Rd. will take a sharp left, but
stay straight onto Lily Pond Lane, which ends in a circle. Park at the perimeter of the circle, where we will meet. The
sign for the trail head is hidden by trees. Dianna’s cell number is 91 4-71 5-8983.

Sunday, July 1 8 at 1 0 a.m.: Fitzgerald Lake and Laurel Park, Northampton, with Peter Russell. Cooke Ave entrance.
Go to www.broadbrookcoalition.org/files/Fitzgerald_Lake.pdf for map. Meet at parking area on Cooke Ave. Shady
mixed hardwood and conifer forest with streams and marked easy trails. Members may drive to Laurel Park after the
walk for identification with Peter.

Sunday, July 25 at 1 0 a.m.: Morse Hill Outdoor Education Center with Jess Evans. 380 Locks Pond Road,

Shutesbury. Easy to moderate trails in primarily conifer forest with seasonal streams. Summer camp property with
access to restrooms and covered shelters in case of inclement weather. Entrance is located across from the Lake
Wyola dam and parking is available around the driveway circle once you enter Morse Hill. Plenty of space for a
physically distanced picnic lunch afterwards!

Sunday, August 1 at 1 0 a.m.: Chesterfield Gorge with Dianna Smith. Take Rte. 9 West from Northampton, approx.

4.4 miles. Take a left onto Rte. 1 43 W Chesterfield Rd. At intersection of 1 43 and Ireland St go South 0.8 miles,
taking a left onto River Rd to parking area. For more information go to www.thetrustees.org/places-tovisit/chesterfield-gorge. This is a fairly flat trail that follows along the Westfield River. There are numerous interesting
fungi. Always a fascinating walk!
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Sunday, August 8 at 1 0 a.m.: Mineral Hills Conservation Area, Northampton, with Peter Russell. 398 Turkey Hill
Road, Northampton. Hilly, forested trails with an abandoned rock quarry, wetlands, and beaver ponds. Parking
available at the end of Turkey Hill Road. More information here: https://www.kestreltrust.org/places/mineral-hillsconservation-area/.

Sunday, August 1 5 at 1 0 a.m.: Jabish Brook, Belchertown, with Jess Evans. On Rte. 202 going north towards

Pelham from Belchertown, on the right, tucked into the woods and marked by a small wooden sign. Small parking
area not visible from the road. Parking is very limited at the trailhead, but there are a few additional spots along Rt.
202 just down the road.

Sunday, August 22 at 1 0 a.m.: Dufresne Recreation & Conservation Area, Granby, MA, with Mike Ostrowski. Route
202 in Granby to Kendall Street. Use Kendall St. entrance, meet at the trailhead directly across from the pavilion.
Mostly flat with a couple of slight elevations.

August 27 and 28: NEMF virtual foray. Stay tuned frmore details!
Sunday, August 29 at 1 0 a.m: Chesterfield Gorge with guest mycologist Bill Yule. Take Rte. 9 West from

Northampton, approx. 4.4 miles. Take a left onto Rte. 1 43 W Chesterfield Rd. At intersection of 1 43 and Ireland St go
South 0.8 miles, taking a left onto River Rd to parking area. This has been a great area for boletes in past years!

September 3-6: COMA Foray, Hebron, CT. Stay tuned for more details!
Sunday, September 5 at 1 0 a.m.: Quabbin Reservoir Gate 1 5 with Mike Ostrowski. Route 202 in Shutesbury.

See www.mass.gov/doc/quabbin-reservoir-fishing-map/download for an idea of where this gate is. Parking in a small
gravel area along the road – please do not block the gate. Gradual but strenuous downhill towards the reservoir, with
mixed woods and streams.

Sunday, September 1 2 at 1 0 a.m.: Wendell State Forest with Mary Obrzut. 392 Montague Road, Millers Falls. More
information here: https://www.mass.gov/locations/wendell-state-forest. There may be a daily parking fee ($8.)

Sunday, September 1 9 at 1 0 a.m.: Morse Hill Outdoor Education Center with Jess Evans. 380 Locks Pond Road,
Shutesbury. Easy to moderate trails in primarily conifer forest with seasonal streams. Summer camp property with
access to restrooms and covered shelters in case of inclement weather. Entrance is located across from the Lake
Wyola dam and parking is available around the driveway circle once you enter Morse Hill.

Sunday, September 26 at 1 0 a.m.: Fitzgerald Lake in Northampton with Dianna Smith. Cooke Ave entrance. Go

to www.broadbrookcoalition.org/files/Fitzgerald_Lake.pdf for map. Meet at parking area on Cooke Ave. Shady mixed
hardwood and conifer forest with strea.m.s and marked easy trails.

Sunday, October 1 0 at 1 p.m.: Federated Women’s Club State Forest, Petersham with Jess Evans. Wide well-

trodden mostly flat trails with deep leaf litter in a predominately oak and conifer forest. Directions: From Rte. 202 turn
onto Rte. 1 22, go 3.6 miles, turn right onto State Forest Rd, follow for 1 .7 miles to gated entrance and pull-ins for
parking. We will meet at the parking area in front of the gate. See https://www.mass.gov/locations/federated-womensclub-state-forest for more information and to get directions from other parts of the state.

Sunday, October 1 7 at 1 0 a.m.: Cadwell Memorial Forest, Pelham with Dianna Smith. From Amherst Center go East
on Main St. through the intersection with Northeast St. At this point Main St becomes Pelham Rd. Follow Pelham Rd
past the police station and library to Enfield Rd on your right. Turn onto Enfield Rd and go about one mile. Stay to the
left at the first Y intersection. At the second Y intersection, Enfield Rd becomes Packardville Rd. to your left. The gate
and parking area to Cadwell Memorial Forest are on your left about 1 00 yds. beyond this intersection. Small parking
area, please do not block the gate. This is an easy wide trail of mixed hardwoods/conifers and crisscrossing streams
managed by UMass.
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MassWildlife Lands Offer New
Opportunities for Exploration
Are you looking to find some new areas for
mycological pursuits? Be aware that the state of
Massachusetts has a large inventory of “MassWildlife
Lands.” These include wildlife management areas
(WMAs) and properties that have wildlife conservation
easements (WCEs). Both WMAs and WCEs are open
to the public for passive recreational pursuits. The
newest WCE in our area, the “Walter Jones Cowls
Working Forest” covers 2038 acres in Shutesbury,
Leverett and Pelham, and contains a wide variety of

forest types and habitats. When visiting WCEs,
remember that, although they are open to the public,
they are still privately owned, may be under active
management by their owners, and may allow activities
such as hunting. Please be sensitive to any signage
in these areas. The state maintains a website here
with more information, and a link to a map that lets
you explore the locations of these areas and whether
there is parking available (image below). Be patient ...
sometimes it takes a while for the map to fully load.

Image of the interactive map found on MassWildlife’s “Lands Viewer.” The map lets you click on an area to identify it. The
darker green areas are Wildlife Management Areas, while the lighter green areas are private properties with Wildlife
Conservation Easements. All are open to the public.
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2021 Forays
COMA Annual Foray
(September 3-6, 2021 )

Northeast Mycology Federation
(NEMF) Samuel Ristich Virtual Foray
NEMF is a consortium of mushroom clubs from
northeast North America and the PVMA is a member.
In "typical" years one or two clubs work together on a
rotating basis to plan a multi-day foray for anyone
from around the world to attend. Past locations have
been at universities, campgrounds, hotels and other
venues from Canada to North Carolina. Due to the
Covid-1 9 virus, we were unable to meet in person
last summer. Since it looks like Covid-1 9 and its
variants will likely be around this summer, we have
decided to conduct a "virtual" two-day foray. It will
take place on Friday, August 27 and Saturday, August
28th. Several mycologists and specialists in particular
areas will be offering talks that we can see on our
computers and other devices on a variety of subjects,
from cooking with mushrooms to learning about
particular groups of fungi and their respective
ecosystems. One of the speakers will be our very
own Jessica Evans who will be giving a presentation
on toxic and edible mushrooms. I also may be giving
one on the current state of medicinal fungi research.
Pricing hasn't been finalized yet, but it is certain to be
affordable for everyone to consider signing up for
access to the foray's offerings – possibly as low as
$25 per person per day. I will keep you updated with
further details.
– Dianna Smith

COMA's annual Clark Rogerson Memorial Foray is
ON for the Labor Day weekend! It is in session from
noon on Friday, Sept 3 to 11 :00 AM Monday,
September 6. The foray is located at the Easterseals
of Oak Hill Camp 'Hemlocks', in Hebron, CT. Many
PVMA members have attended this foray annually
(except for last year). Situated in eastern CT, the
Hemlocks camp is the perfect site for attending full or
part-time adventures into several exceptional
surrounding parks and wooded areas where we have
typically collected upwards of 350 different species of
fungi! In addition to the opportunities for sharing each
other's passion for fungi, we will be able to participate
in a variety of myco-educational evening talks given
by invited mycologists, including ascomycete
specialist Dr. Roz Lowen, author of Good Mushroom,
Bad Mushroom John Plischke III, editor of
Mushroom: The Journal Leon Shernoff, Bolete
specialist and CT River naturalist Bill Yule, NAMA's
Medicinal Committee Chairperson and past COMA
president Dianna Smith, and a Chief Mycologist to be
determined and announced in the near future.
Restrictions for Covid-1 9 should be
lifted by Labor Day weekend.
Nevertheless, COMA will require
participants to have received a Covid1 9 vaccination. We will also be
expected to wear masks for
gatherings (other than meals). Early
registration will be restricted to COMA
members. Registration for non-COMA
members should be open in June
(watch their website). COMA is still
working on pricing. In the past, the
cost of attending this foray has been
modest compared with other major
forays. It is also one of the smallest,
friendliest, most relaxing multiday
foray experiences offered in North
America!

6

image from www.nemf.org

Spring is a great time to hunt for fungi
(and not just the edibles!)
By Dianna Smith

gardens and lawns in MA, NY, CT, VT and NH. It is
important to observe that a few of the fungi listed
below are left over from the previous year, particularly
soft annual and hard perennial polypores and crusts,
as well as old puffballs. Also, there are undoubtedly a
host of other fungi (especially very small ascomycetes
and crusts) that I didn’t notice or that I was not able to
identify.

Except for morels and wine caps, few other fungi
which appear in spring are noticed by most
mushroom hunters. But there are plenty of wonderful
fungi out there for those who care to learn about
them. True, most are not high on anyone's list of
edibles, and a few are even toxic or potentially deadly.
But looking for these fungi, especially after a spring
rainfall, gives you a great reason to get out into nature
and explore. And there is the bonus of all those
wonderful ephemeral wildflowers and bird songs to
enjoy!

Names listed in parentheses are previously accepted
names for fungi, the descriptions of which can be
found in most field guides.
Print the list out and take it with you on your fungi
hunting excursions. Photos of all of the listed fungi
can be found at www.fungikingdom.net under "Fungi
Photos."

The following list of mushrooms (starting on the next
page) can be found in the spring in our area of the
northeast. This checklist is compiled from the previous
1 8 years from fungi collected in forests, parks,

© Dianna Smith

Examples of the diversity of spring fungi that can
be found in our area. Clockwise, from top left:
Aleuria aurantia (ascomycete), Cerioporus
squamosus (polypore), Hymenopellis furfuracea
(basidiomycete), Tubifera ferruginosa
(myxomycete), Exidia nigricans (jelly).
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© Dianna Smith

1 00+ Spring Fungi Checklist
Compiled by Dianna Smith
ASCOMYCETES :

Xylaria hypoxylon

Marasmius pyrrhocephalus

Aleuria aurantia

Xylaria polymorpha

Marasmius rotula

Annulohypoxylon fragiforme
(Hypoxylon fragiforme)

BASIDIOMYCETES (Gilled):

Megacollybia rodmanii

Agrocybe dura

Melanoleuca alboflavida

Annulohypoxylon multiforme
(Hypoxylon cf multiforme)

Agrocybe pediales

Micromphale foetidum

Agrocybe praecox

Arachnopeziza auralea

Mycena sp .

Amanita amerifulva (nom. prov.)

Mycena haematopus

Calocypha fulgens

Amanita muscaria var. guessowii

Mycena leiana

Chlorociboria aeruginascens

Chromosera cyanophylla

Mycena sanguineolenta

Chlorosplenium chlora

Mycena subcaerulea

Daldinia chidiae (D. concentrica)

Coprinellus micaceus
(Coprinus micaceus)

Dasyscyphus virgineus

Coprinellus laniger

Diatrype stigma

Coprinopsis atramentarius
(Coprinus atramentarius)

Gyromitra korfii
Helvella macropus
Helvella queletii
Hypocrea sp.
Kretzschmaria deusta
(Ustilina deusta)

Coprinopsis lagopus
Coprinus comatus
Crepidotus applanatus
Crepidotus crocophyllus
Entoloma strictius

Mitrula elegans

Entoloma vernum

Mitrula lunatospora

Flammulina velutipes

Mollisia cinerea

Galerina marginata

Morchella angusticeps (M. alata)

Gymnopilus sapineus

Morchella diminutiva

Gymnopus alkavirens
(Collybia alkavirens)

Morchella americana
(M. esculenta)
Morchella punctipes
(M. semlibera)
Peziza phyllogena
(P. badioconfusa)

Gymnopus dryophilus
(Collybia dryophila)
Hymenopellis furfuracea
(Xerula furfuracea)

Peziza repanda

Hymenopellis megalospora
(Xerula megalospora)

Peziza succosa

Infundibulicybe squamulosa

Pseudoplectania nigrella

Lacrymaria velutina
(Psathyrella velutina)

Sarcoscypha occidentalis
Scutellinia scutellata

Lyophyllum decastes

Neolentinus lepideus
(Lentinus lepideus)
Panaeolina foenesecii
Panellus stipticus
Panellus violaceofulvus
Parasola plicatilis
Pholiota aurivella
Pholiota granulosa
Pholiota limonella
Pleurotus ostreatus
Pleurotus pulmonarius
Pluteus cervinus
Psathyrella candoleana
Psathyrella hydrophila
Psathyrella rugocephala
Resupinatus applicatus
Russula atropurpurea
Schizophyllum commune
Stropharia hardii
Stropharia rugosoannulata
Tectella patellaris
Tetrapyrogus nigripes
Tubaria furfuracea

Marasmiellus praeacutus
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continued...

CORALS:
Artomyces pyxidata
(Clavicorona pyxidata)

GASTEROMYCETES :
Lycoperdon pyriforme

POLYPORES :
Cerioporus leptocephalus
Cerioporus squamosus
(Polyporus squamosus)
Cerioporus varius
(Polyporus varius)

Panus neostrigosus
(Lentinus strigosus)
Picipes badius (Polyporus badius)
Neofavolus alveolaris
(Favolous alveolaris)
Polyporus umbellatus
Poronidulus pendulus

JELLIES :
Auricularia americana (A. auricula)
Auricularia angiospermum
Exidia crenata (E. recisa)
Exidia glandulosa
Exidia nigricans

Pycnoporus cinnabarinus

Dacrymyces chrysospermus
(D. palmatus)

Trametes betulina
(Lenzites betulina)

Dacrymyces stillatus

Trametes conchifer

Tremella foliacea
Tremella mesenterica

Coltricia montagnei

Trametes gibbosa

Cryptoporus volvatus

Trametes hirsuta

Daedaleopsis confragosa

Trametes versicolor

Fomes fomentarius

Trichaptum abietinum

Fulvifomes robiniae
(Phellinus robiniae)

Trichaptum biforme

Ganoderma applanatum

CRUSTS and PARCHMENT
FUNGI :

Ceratiomyxa fruticulosa

Ceriporia spissa

Enteridium lycoperdon

Hymenochaete rubiginosa

Fuligo septica

Hymenochaetopsis olivacea

Linbladia tubulina

Hymenochaetopsis tabacina

Lycogala epidendrum

Hyphodontia quercina

Lycogala terrestre

Hyphodontia cf. sambuci

Metatrichia vesparium

Phlebia radiata

Stemonitis sp.

Stereum complicatum

Tubifera ferruginosa

Ganoderma sessile (G. lucidum)
Ganoderma tsugae
Gelatoporia dichroa
Inonotus glomeratus
Inonotus obliquis
Irpex lacteus
Ischnoderma resinosum
Laetiporus sulphureus
Oxyporus populinus
Panus conchatus
(Lentinus torulosus)

Tyromyces chioneus

Stereum hirsutum
Stereum ostrea
Xylobolus frustulatus
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TOOTHED :
Hericium erinaceus

MYXOMYCETES :
Arcyria cinerea
Arcyria denudata

Ceratiomyxa poroides

